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The Seven Deadly Sins

This volume presents a selection of essays
undertaken by participants in an NEH Summer
Seminar in 2004 on the topic of the seven deadly
sins, viewed individually and as a whole, as part of
the Begriffsgeschichte of the Middle Ages and beyond
in which concepts are constructed within the
cultural milieus in which they function.

The essays in the first part study the political

and social ethics of medieval communities. In the
second part, the institutional imperatives within
the Church of formulating and teaching about the
capital vices are the focus of research. In the final
section, the contributions deal with ways in which secular artists and authors (in particular,
Dante) contribute to the cultural construction of the vices.
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